
 “Building on Success: What are the 
next options for social protection

interventions in Kenya? 

The State Department for Social Protection, Senior
Citizens Affairs and Special Programmes in partnership
with Community of Practice for Social Protection, will on
September 20th 2022, host a webinar to take stock of
the social protection interventions in the face of Kenya’s
transition to the Fifth Administration.
The theme of the webinar that will set the agenda of
continuity options in the sector is “Building on Success:
What are the next options for social protection
interventions in Kenya? 
The event comes hot on heels of the just concluded 2022
General Election, which has ushered in a smooth
transition to a new fifth administration led by His
Excellency President William Ruto. 
The COP webinar will also contextualise the existing
social protection interventions within the expected
changes in Government.
According to a background brief released ahead of the
event, the virtual forum will provide an opportunity for
sharing information, and highlighting of best practices
and interventions amongst social protection project 
 implementers and players.
“The forum will discuss general strategies and measures
that have worked over time and those proposed to
cushion the vulnerable populations within various
communities,’’ the brief says.
The webinar, mounted under the shock-responsive series,
will also outline the implications of implementation of
various programmes and opportunities derived from
various Social Protection interventions. Some of the
programmes include the Inua Jamii flagship programmes,
Nutrition Improvements through Cash and Health
Education (NICHE) and Universal Child Benefit (UCB)
programmes. 
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The discussion will also focus on the expected benefits
of the Children’s Act, 2022.
The transition to the new Government coincides with the
country’s recovery from the COVID-19 effects, which
have strained the economy resulting in major shocks in
the social protection sector. 
In addition to the COVID-19 effects, Kenya is also reeling
from the negative effects of drought, which have heavily
strained households in at least 23 counties in the face of
increased food and living costs. 
In light of this, the webinar will provide a forum for social
protection stakeholders to analyse the current and future
expectations in the sector.

COP Webinar Topic
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The Nutritional Improvements through Cash and Health
Education (NICHE), with support from UNICEF, held a
workshop to develop a Social and Behavior Change
Communication Strategy (SBCC) for the programme.
The one-week workshop took place in Machakos from
September 5th to 9th, 2022. It brought together
participants from Directorate of Children Services,
National Social Protection Secretariat (NSPS), UNICEF
and Ministry of Health officers from Kilifi, Kitui, Marsabit,
Turkana and West Pokot counties. 
The key objective was to develop an evidence-based
SBCC to improve key parenting behaviour among NICHE
beneficiaries and caregivers in five counties. 
The workshop followed an earlier formative assessment
that pointed out that, among other factors, drought,
gender inequalities and COVID-19 have affected the
implementation of the NICHE programme. 
‘‘The workshop helped identify challenges faced by the
beneficiaries, and which are hampering the successful
implementation of the programme,’’ said Department of
Children Services Assistant Director, Frankline Makhulu.
Participants discussed the cross cutting issues
highlighting their impact on the poorest families and
relevance to the NICHE programme. 

Stakeholders Meet to Develop NICHE Social and Behaviour 
Change Communication Strategy

Other issues discussed were health and nutrition including
breastfeeding and malnutrition, parenting and child
protection and social protection.
From the deliberations, it emerged that three consecutive
poor rainy seasons in the Arid and Semi-Arid Lands of
Kenya exhausted families’ coping capacities and left more
than 2.9 million people in urgent need of humanitarian
assistance. At the same time, COVID-19 aggravated the
impact of drought as food prices soared and supply
chains were broken. People were afraid to visit health
centres affecting their health seeking behaviour. It
emerged that gender inequalities were magnified among
the poorest people, with women having lower literacy,
low education levels and less influence in household
decision making.
Nevertheless, the women said that NICHE payments had
made a big impact on their families. Discussions from the
workshop will form an essential part of the SBCC strategy
for NICHE phase 2 programme. 

Participants at a one-week workshop held to develop NICHE Social and Behavior Change Communication strategy in Machakos
between 5th and 9th September 2022  

“We do not know who is giving us this
money but we are very grateful, please

tell them thank you.” 
 

NICHE beneficiary 
 

Before NICHE, I couldn’t afford the fruits
we are trained to feed our children. With

the NICHE payments, I can provide 
 proper nutrition to my children. I can now

afford things like bananas, beans,
vegetables'' 

 
NICHE beneficiary

 



8,2648,264

Over 8,000 children under the age of three have so far
benefited from a cash transfer programme being piloted
in Kajiado, Embu and Kisumu counties. 
Implemented by Save the Children, UNICEF and State
Department of Social Protection, Gender and Special
Programmes, the Universal Child Benefit (UCB) pilot aims
to cushion children from COVID-19 effects and poverty. It
is also geared towards providing lessons to inform scale
up of the project to other counties. 
“A total of 8,264 children benefitting from the project and
drawn from all households in the three counties have
been receiving Sh800 per child per month since the
inception of the programme in December 2021,’’ said
Assistant Director for Children Services, Peter Ombasa.
‘‘The cash transfers are paid to the care givers of the
children,’’ he added.
Mr Ombasa was speaking during a UCB media workshop
for regional editors and reporters in Naivasha on June 14,
2022. 
He added that the Government of Kenya, through the
social protection initiatives is working to ensure a child
receives adequate nutritional support in their first 1,000
days of life as this, noting that this is paramount in the
development of cognitive development of a child. 

8,000 Children Enlisted onto UCB Programme

“Most children in low-income areas have been affected
adversely by the consequences of COVID-19. UCB is
coming in handy as a short-term measure to cushion
these children from hunger and hence reduce
malnutrition,’’ he said.
The media workshop was organised by Save the Children
with the aim to create awareness on UCB in the face of
imminent regime change, and broaden the journalists and
editors knowledge and understanding about the
Universal Child Benefit (UCB) project. It was also meant
to build capacity of journalists to report accurately about
the project. Participating journalists were drawn from
Central, Nairobi, Rift Valley and Western regions of
Kenya. 

Number of UCB
pilot beneficiaries
in three counties  

Ksh 800Ksh 800
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Workshop Develops Roadmap for ESR Data Collection

A road map to guide the ESR data collection exercise has ben developed.  
Some of the activities prioritised included training of listing clerks,
induction and training of enumerators  and supervsiors and supervision
during data collection. This exercise follows the county training of
trainers on data collection under the Enhanced Single Registry (ESR) in 12
counties which took place in May 2022.

Captions 

(1) Participants at a workshop to induct and
train Enhanced Single Registry (ESR)
enumeration teams in Naivasha in June
2022
(2) Listing of households in preparation for
ESR data collection in Narok West in June
2022
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The Government, through the National Drought
Management Authority (NDMA), has disbursed Ksh1.1
billion under the Hunger Safety Net Programme (HSNP)
to poor and vulnerable households in Marsabit, Wajir,
Mandera and Turkana counties to cushion them against
drought shocks.
The Authority disbursed Ksh638.6 million under the
drought shock responsive cash transfer portfolio to an
additional 58,000 households in the four counties at the
end of the 2021/2022 Financial Year. 
NDMA also disbursed over Ksh500 million under the
routine cash transfer segment to over 91,000
beneficiaries. The cash disbursements under the Hunger
Safety Net Programme (HSNP) are part of the larger
Kenya Social and Economic Inclusion Project (KSEIP).
Each household under the HSNP routine segment,
commonly referred to as Group 1 beneficiaries, is entitled
to Ksh5,400 while those under the shock-responsive
portfolio will receive Ksh2,700,” said NDMA Chief
Executive Officer Lt. Col. (Rtd) Hared Hassan Adan. 
Beneficiaries received their payments through Equity
Bank agents and branches within their regions. 
Mandera and Marsabit counties, with over 19,000 and
18,000 beneficiaries, received Ksh108 million and Ksh101
million respectively.
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NDMA Disburses Ksh1.1 Billion to Needy Families

The drought condition in the country is expected to
worsen in the country’s 23 arid and semiarid counties, the
agency in charge of drought management has warned.
This follows a fourth consecutive poor rainfall season
impacting negatively on crop production and worsening
the livestock body conditions across the ASALs.
“The August 2022 weather outlook indicates that several
parts of the Arid and Semi-Arid Lands (95 percent) will be
typically dry and sunny,” says National Drought
Management Authority (NDMA) Chief Executive Officer Lt.
Col. (Rtd) Hared Adan. 
He said the Pastoral North East counties of Mandera,
Wajir, Isiolo, Garissa and Tana River counties will
experience generally sunny and dry weather conditions. 
The same will apply to some parts of coastal counties 

On its part, Wajir County - with over 17,000 beneficiaries -
received Ksh95 million. Turkana County which has the
highest number of beneficiaries standing at over 35,000
received Ksh195 million in HSNP routine cash transfers.
''The counties of Mandera, Marsabit, Turkana and Wajir are
among the hardest hit by drought this year after four
consecutive failed rain seasons, which has undermined
livelihoods and community coping mechanisms,'' Coll
(Rtd) Adan said, adding that, ''The number of people in
need of assistance has increased from 3.5 million in May to
4.1 million in June 2022.”
Since September 2021, the Government has so far
disbursed over Ksh2.6 billion in cash transfers under HSNP
and another Ksh8.58 billion targeting the elderly, orphans
and vulnerable children and People with severe
Disabilities.

with the exemption of the coastal strip of Kwale, Kilifi,
Tana River and Lamu counties, he said. 
Malnutrition has also been noted across the counties with
884,464 cases of children aged 6-59 months acutely
malnourished.
Some 115,725 cases of pregnant or lactating women are
acutely malnourished and in need of treatment, Lt. Col.
(Rtd) Hared Hassan Adan said. 
With the deterioration of drought, the number of people in
need of urgent food assistance in Kenya is projected to
increase further to about 4.35 million by October 2022.
Lt. Col. (Rtd) Adan said the Government has enhanced
drought interventions in the affected sectors including
livestock offtake, water tracking, provision of livestock
feeds and supplements and food and safety nets. 

Northern, Coastal Counties Bear Brunt of Drought


